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Parasara takes occasion to describe the Nityavibhuti^h^
is, Vaikuntha where the Lord is attended upon by His
consort Sri and Bhumi, and served by many eternally
liberated souls such as Ananta, Garuda and Visvaksena.
Parasara also mentions that this description is in
accordance with the statement found in the KausftakI
and other Upanisad-3.

THE PANCARATRA (SATTVATA) RELIGION

We have quite a number of references to this religion
which is also known as the Bhagavata system. This is
one of the two main divisions of the Srivaisnava religious
texts, the other being the Vaikhanasa. Explaining the name
sattvatam patih (no.514) in the VSB, Parasara states that
the word sattvata is the sastra (scripture) or the work
(kannan)  or   sattvan.   Also   under   the   name
'jnanamuttamam'(no.455) Parasara interprets it to mean
the Pancaratra through which all other knowledge including
the duties of a Srivaisnava can be obtained. One of the
important characteristics of the Pancaratra religion is its
Vyuha -theory. The Supreme Being has five aspects,
namely, Para, Vyuha, Vibbava, Area and Antaryamin.
The Para form is also known as Vasudeva. The
Vyuha -aspect is four-fold (caturvyuba) as Vasudeva,
Sankarsana, Pradyumna and Anirnddha. Explaining the
names 'Caturatma' and 'Caturvyuhah' (nos.139-140) in
the VSB, Parasara mentions the four Vyuha-s and answers
the question as to how one and the same God can also
be four-fold. The Lord, though one, manifests Himself
as these four deities for carrying out different cosmic
functions, arranging and distributing those functions among
these forms for the benefit of the devotees. Each of
these four vyujha-s again has its own configuration, colour,